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Dear Ms. Rogers;

Thank you for your letter expressing the need for a nationally mandated vaccine policy. As the U.S.

1eading public health agency, Secretary Burwell asked that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC) respond on her behalf. CDC takes its responsibility for protecting the health and safety ofa=

Americans very seriously. Vaccines are one ofour greatest public health achievements, reducing

tremendous suffering and saving millions oflives by eliminating or reducing disease.

The Advisory Coinmittee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) is a federal advisory committee that provides

technical advice and guidance to the Director ofCDC on controI ofvaccine-PreVentable diseases. The ACIP

is the only advisory committee serving the federal govemment that makes such recommendations.

Recommendations made by the ACIP are reviewed by the CDC Director, and ifadopted, Published as

O飾cial CDC recommendations in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). The ACIP

reviews many factors when considering potential vaccine recommendations. These factors include: disease

burden in the general U.S. population and in specific risk groups; aVailable scientific information on the

Safety, immunoIogic response, e鮒cacy, e鮒3Ctiveness, and acceptability ofthe immunizing agent; eCOnOmic

data; Clinical trial results and use information provided in the manufacturer’s labeling or package insert;

recommendations of other professiona=iaison organizations; and the feasibility of incorporating the vaccine

into existing domestic immunization programs. These are recommendations, nOt mandates. The ACIP

recommendations are often considered by the states as they detemine which vaccinations to mandate.

As such, the CDC does not set immunization requlrementS. Instead, eaCh state decides which immunizations

are required in addition to a11owable exemptions. The requlrementS for immunization for attendance at

SChool, day care, Or COllege may be enacted by individual institutions or are based on state laws or

regulations. All states allow medical exemptions, mOSt a1low religious exemptions, and many allow personal

beliefexemptions. There is substantial variation among states in what is required to obtain a personal belief

exemption. Some states require the completion ofonline training on benefits and risks ofvaccinating and not

vaccinating, Or COunSeling by a hea皿care provider. These new educational requlrementS PrOVide an

OPPOrtunity to evaluate the effectiveness ofthis approach.

Given that these policy matters are addressed primarily at the state level, I encourage you to get invoIved

With immunization policy at the state level. To leam more about a state,s immunization requlrementS, CDC

encourages you to contact the State Immunization Program (http://www.cdc.oov/vaccines/imz-

mana鯵rs/awardee-imz-Websites.html) or Department of Health

(htto://www.cdc.sov/mmwr/intemational在elres.htm l).

Thank you for continued attention to vital public health issues.
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