
November  25,  2015  
  
  
Attorney  General  Loretta  E.  Lynch  
U.S.  Department  of  Justice  
950  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW  
Washington,  DC  20530  
  
  
Dear  Attorney  General  Lynch,  
  
We,   the   undersigned,   urge   the  Department   of   Justice   to   investigate   the   recent   attacks   on   reproductive-  
health  clinics  using  all  appropriate  federal  statutes,  including  domestic  terrorism.  Since  the  release  of  the  
first   deceptively   edited   video   from   the  Center   for  Medical   Progress   (CMP)   intended   to   vilify   Planned  
Parenthood,  and,  by  proxy,  all  abortion  providers,  anti-choice  extremists  have  launched  an  unprecedented  
and  multi-   
  
As  you  know,  beginning  in  July  when  the  first  video  was  released  and  continuing  through  recent  weeks,  
there  have  been  multiple  arson  attacks  and  an  outrageous  number  of  threats  against  abortion  providers.  It's  
clear   that   anti-choice   extremists   are   using   these   videos   as   an   excuse   to   commit   violent   attacks   against  
trusted   women's   health   clinics.   When   hate   rhetoric   and   threats   incite   violence,   those   responsible   for  
committing  violence  need  to  be  investigated  for  their  acts  of  domestic  terrorism.  
  
These  appalling  acts  of  violence  are  a  predictable  ripple  effect  from  the  deliberate  and  calculated  smear  
campaign  orchestrated  by  the  anti-choice  CMP,  which  has  fueled  violence  by  extremists.  Since  the  first  
video  was  released,  there  have  been  three  arson  attacks  at  Planned  Parenthood  clinics  across  the  country:  
New   Orleans,   Louisiana;;   Pullman,   Washington;;   and   Aurora,   Illinois.   Just   last   month,   a   clinic   in  
Claremont,  New  Hampshire  was  attacked.  Someone  broke  in  and  used  a  hatchet  to  destroy  equipment  and  
exam   rooms   and   break   water   and   sewer   lines,   flooding   the   entire   clinic.   These   are   only   some   of   the  
attacks   perpetrated   against   abortion   providers.   In   fact,   independent   providers,   alongside   Planned  
Parenthood  clinics,  have  reported  an  increase  in  violent  threats  to  clinics  and  staff;;  the  seriousness  of  the  
threats  has  even  resulted  in  the  need  for  protective  custody.  
  
These   recent   attacks   on   clinics   are   part   of   a   long  history   of   ideologically   driven   clinic   violence.  Anti-  
choice  individuals  and  organizations  who  target  abortion  providers  seek  to  end  reproductive  freedom  by  
any  means  necessary.  Since  1993,  eight  clinic  workers including  four  doctors,  two  clinic  employees,  a  
clinic   escort,   and   a   security   guard have   been   murdered   in   the   United   States.   Seventeen   attempted  
murders  have  also  occurred  since  1991.  Between  1977  and  2014,  at   least  42  bombings,  182  arsons,  99  
attempted  bombings  and  arsons  and  662  bomb  threats  have  been  carried  out  against  abortion  providers.  
  
We  acknowledge  and  appreciate   the   long-standing  work  of   the  DOJ   to   investigate  and  bring  an  end   to  
clinic   violence.   To   further   that   goal,  we   call   on   the  Department   of   Justice   to   investigate   these   attacks  
under  all  applicable  federal  law.  These  crimes  are  acts  of  domestic  terrorism  under  Title  18  of  the  United  
States  Code,  Section  2331,  which  defines  domestic  terrorism  as  dangerous  acts  "intended  to  intimidate  or  
coerce   a   civilian   population"   and   "to   influence   policy   of   a   government   by   intimidation   or   coercion."  
These   attacks   should   also   continue   to   be   investigated   under   the   FACE  Act,   18  USC   Section   248,   the  
federal  stalking  statute,  18  USC  Section  2261A(1),  and  RICO.  
  
These  despicable  attacks  on  trusted  women's  health-care  providers  are  not  just  acts  of  hatred  and  violence  
but  acts  of  domestic  terrorism and  we  urge  the  DOJ  to  treat  them  as  such.  
  



Signed,  
  
  
NARAL  Pro-Choice  America  
  
Abortion  Conversation  Project  
  
American  Federation  of  Teachers  
  

  
  
Cedar  River  Clinics  
  
Center  for  Health  and  Gender  Equity  
(CHANGE)  
  
Center  for  Inquiry  
  
Center  for  Women  Policy  Studies  
  
CenterLink:  The  Community  of  LGBT  Centers  
  

  
  
CHOICES     Memphis  Center  for  Reproductive  
Health  
  
Courage  Campaign  
  
CREDO  Action  
  
D.C.  Doulas  for  Choice  
  

  
  
Disciples  for  Choice  
  
Disciples  Justice  Action  Network  (DJAN)  
  
Falls  Church  Health  Care  
  
Friends  of  the  Earth  
Gay  and  Lesbian  Activists  Alliance  (GLAA)  
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defenders  
(GLAD)  
  
Gynuity  Health  Projects  
  

  
  
Healthy  and  Free  Tennessee  

Ibis  Reproductive  Health  
  

Reproductive  Justice  Agenda  
  
Institute  for  Science  and  Human  Values  
  
Ipas  
  
Jewish  Women  International  
  
Legal  Momentum  
  
Marriage  Equality  USA  
  
Medical  Students  for  Choice  
  
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  
  
Michigan  Unitarian  Universalist  Social  Justice  
Network  (MUUSJN)  Interfaith  Reproductive  
Justice  Coalition  
  

Forum  (NAPAWF)  
  
National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights  (NCLR)  
  
National  Institute  for  Reproductive  Health  
  
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  
National  Women's  Health  Network  (NWHN)  
  
Nor   
  

  
  
People  For  the  American  Way  (PFAW)  
  
Population  Connection  Action  Fund  
  
Population  Institute  (PI)  
  

-USA)  
  
Presbyterian  Feminist  Agenda  Network  
  
Pro-Choice  Resources  (PCR)  



  
Religious  Institute  
  
Sea  Change  Program  
  
Secular  Policy  Institute  
  
SisterReach  
  

Concerns  (Presbyterian  Church  USA)  
  
UltraViolet  
  
Unitarian  Universalist  Women's  Federation  
(UUWF)  
  
Voice  of  Choice  
  
West  Virginia  Focus:  Reproductive  Education  &  
Equality  (WV  FREE)  
  
Western  Methodist  Justice  Movement  
  

  
  
Women's  Equality  Center  (WEC)  
  
  
  
Jessica  Maria  Atrio,  MD,  MSc  
New  York  
  
Amy  Autry,  MD  
California  
  
Paula  Bednarek,  MD,  MPH  
Oregon  
  
Erin  Berry-Bibee,  MD,  MPH,  FACOG  
Georgia  
  
Sharon  M.  Bond,  PhD,  CNM,  FACNM  
South  Carolina  
  
Lynn  Borgatta,  MD,  MPH  
Washington  
  
Kari  P.  Braaten,  MD,  MPH  
Massachusetts  
  

Amy  Bryant,  MD  
North  Carolina  
  
David  M.  Burkons,  MD,  FACOG  
Ohio  
  
Shannon  Carr,  MD  
Texas  
  
Paula  Castaño,  MD  
New  York  
  
Kamilee  Christenson,  MD,  MS  
California  
  
Rebecca  Cohen,  MD  
Colorado  
  
Jennifer  Conti,  MD,  MS  
California  
  
Amy  Cousins,  MD  
New  York  
  
Allison  A.  Cowett,  MD,  MPH  
Illinois  
  
Mitchell  Creinin,  MD  
California  
  
Carrie  Cwiak,  MD,  MPH  
Georgia  
  
Anne  Davis,  MD,  MPH  
New  York  
  
Autumn  Davidson,  MD,  MS  
Illinois  
  
Angela  Dempsey,  MD,  MPH  
South  Carolina  
  
Justin  Diedrich,  MD,  MSCI,  FACOG  
California  
  
Eleanor  Drey,  MD,  EdM  
California  
  
David  L.  Eisenberg,  MD,  MPH,  FACOG  
Missouri  
  



Lamar  Ekbladh,  MD  
Delaware  
  
Eve  Espey,  MD,  MPH  
New  Mexico  
  
Christopher  M.  Estes,  MD,  MPH  
Florida  
  
Karen  T.  Feisullin,  MD  
Pennsylvania  
  
Geetha  Fink,  MD,  MPH  
Arizona  
  
Alhambra  Frarey,  MD  
Pennsylvania  
  
Valerie  French,  MD,  MAS  
California  
  
Alida  Gertz,  MD,  MPH  
Washington  
  
Savita  Y.  Ginde,  MD,  MPH  
Colorado  
  
Gabrielle  Goodrick,  MD  
Arizona  
  
David  A.  Grimes,  MD,  FACOG,  FACPM  
North  Carolina  
  
Daniel  Grossman,  MD  
California  
  
Maryam  Guiahi,  MD,  MSc  
Colorado  
  
Pratima  Gupta,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Herbert  Hodes,  MD,  FACOG  
Kansas  
  
Melody  Y.  Hou,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Luu  Ireland,  MD,  MPH  
Massachusetts  
  

Andrea  Jackson,  MD,  MAS  
California  
  
Roxanne  Jamshidi,  MD,  MPH  
District  of  Columbia    
  
Bliss  Kaneshiro,  MD,  FACOG  
Hawaii  
  
Jennifer  Kerns,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Kathy  King,  MD  
Wisconsin  
  
Audrey  A.  Lance,  MD,  MS,  FACOG  
Pennsylvania  
  
Antonella  Lavelanet,  DO,  JD  
Massachusetts  
  
Gweneth  Lazenby,  MD  
South  Carolina  
  
Pamela  Lotke,  MD,  MPH  
District  of  Columbia  
  
Colleen  McNicholas,  DO,  MSCI,  FACOG  
Missouri  
  
Renee  E.  Mestad,  MD,  MSCI  
New  York  
  
Velvet  G.  Miller,  PhD,  RN,  FAAN  
Indiana  
  
Kathleen  Morrell,  MD,  MPH,  FACOG  
New  York  
  
Traci  L.  Nauser,  MD,  FACOG  
Kansas  
  
Melissa  Natavio,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Sara  Newmann,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Lynn  Ngo,  MD,  MPH  
Massachusetts  
  



Willie  J.  Parker,  MD,  MPH,  MSc  
Illinois  
  
Caitlin  Parks,  MD  
Missouri  
  
Radhika  Patnam,  MD  
Pennsylvania  
  
Jeffrey  F.  Piepert,  MD,  PhD  
California  
  
Sara  Pentlicky,  MD,  MPH,  FACOG  
Washington  
  
Lisa  Perriera,  MD,  MPH  
Pennsylvania  
  
Rachel  Perry,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Rachael  Phelps,  MD  
New  York  
  
Shandhini  Raidoo,  MD  
Hawaii  
  
Elizabeth  Raymond,  MD,  MPH  
New  York  
  
Charles  Rittenberg,  MD  
South  Carolina  
  
Jennifer  Robinson,  MD,  MPH  
Maryland  
  
Danielle  Roncari,  MD,  MPH  
Massachusetts  
  
Susan  Rubin,  MD,  MPH  
New  York  
  
Jennefer  Russo,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Katharine  Simmons,  MD,  MPH  
Georgia  
  
Stephanie  Sober,  MD  
Pennsylvania  
  

Gretchen  S.  Stuart,  MD,  MPHTM,  FACOG  
North  Carolina  
  
Carolyn  Sufrin,  MD,  PhD  
District  of  Columbia  
  
Jennifer  Tang,  MD  
North  Carolina  
  
DeShawn  Taylor,  MD  
Arizona  
  
Lauren  Thaxton,  MD  
New  Mexico  
  
Angeline  Ti,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Leah  Torres,  MD  
Utah  
  
Sarah  Traxler,  MD,  MSHP  
Minnesota  
  
Lin-Fan  Wang,  MD,  MPH  
Pennsylvania  
  
Merrie  Warden,  MD,  MPH  
California  
  
Matthew  Zerden,  MD,  MPH  
North  Carolina  
  


